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Dominicans Bar 
Wessin’s Return 


By William Montalbano 

Special to The Washington Post 


MIAMI BEACH, Nov. 27- 
The Dominican Republic has 
rebuffed a new attempt by for- 
mer Army strong man Elias 
Wessin y Wessin to return to 
Santo Domingo from exile in 
Miami. 

Sources close to Wessin y 
Wessin said that president 
Joaquin Balaquer turned down 
an appeal by the burly former 
tank commander — around 
whom “loyalist” forces rallied 
during the 1965 Dominican 
war — for permission to return 
for the funeral of a brother- 
in-law. 

Wessin y Wessin was not 
available for comment at his 
Miami home. 

Relative Killed 

'His brother-in-law, Manuel 
Enrique Chaves, was shot and 
hulled last Thursday and bur- 
ied the next day. Santo Dom- 
ingo newspapers identified 
Chaves’ assailant as Miguel 
Ruiz Laiha, a member of the 
Chamber of Deputies of Bala-j 
quef’s Refonmista Party. Lama 


surrendered 'to police follow- 
ing the shooting, police said. 

An announced candidate for 
the 1970 presidential elections, 
Wessin y Wessin has been ac- 
tively lobbying more than a 
year for permission to return 
to Santo Domingo to begin 
campaigning for his right-of- 
center Quisqueyan Democratic 
Party. 

Balaquer has said he consid- 
ers Wessin y Wessin a threat 
to the fragile Dominican polit- 
ical stability, but has promised 
to pemit his return in time for 
the 1970 elections. The Domin- 
ican President reiterated the 
promise Monday, but said 
present conditions do not per- 
mit Wessin y Wessin’s return 
now. 

Airlines Warned 

Diplomatic sources in San 
Juan, P.R., said that the 
Dominican Government has 
warned U.S. airlines they face 
a $75,000 fine if they take Wes- 
sin y Wessin to Santo Dom- 
ingo. 



WESSIN y WESSIN 
. . . wants to attend funeral 

Pan American and the San 
Juan-based Caribair are the 
only U.S. carriers that serve 
the Dominican Republic. A 
spokesman for Pan American 
in Miami said the airline 
would not take Wessin y 
Wessin against the wishes of 
the Dominican Government. 

Wessin y Wessin was hus- 
tled into exile in September 
1965 to cool political passions 
in the Dominican Republic. He 
is technically the alternate Do- 
minican delegate to the 
United Nations and holds dip- 
lomatic rank. But he has lived 
quietly in Miami since going 
into exile. 


